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Immunization Branch
SUBJECT: Urgent: Request to Order PCV13 and Return PCV7

The purpose of this memeo is to guide providers m transitioning from 7-valent ppenmococcal conjugate vaccine, PCV7| to
the recently-licensed 13-valent pnevmococcal vaccine, PCV13, and returning their remaining public (NCIP) supply of
PCV7. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recently advised providers to return their public supply of
PCV7 to McKesson Specialty by April 30, 2010.

Before the end of April. providers should order a supply of PCV12 equivalent to the previous three-month’s PCV7
nsage, and once it arrives, discontinue the use of PCV7, Please request a refurm label for vour mnventory of PCV7 when
ordermg PCV13. Do not return vnused doses of PCV7 to the Immmunization Branch Matenials Area as vou would with all
other wasted vaccine. PCV7 vaccine which is being returned does not need to be shipped as viable vaccine, that 15, it does
not require that the cold chain be maintained. Vaccine should be boxed and appropriately protected so that vaccine
syringes do not break in shipment. DO NOT return any syringes with needles attached.

According to the CDC, providers should send only public purchased doses back to McKesson. Privately purchased doses
must be refurned to Pfizer.

Cnuestions regarding ordening PCV13 and returming PCV7 may be addressed by contacting the Immmumization Branch Help
Desk at 1-877-873-6247.
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